Former Camas Educator, Helen Baller, . 


Shares Name With Camas Eleme 


For 21 years local school 
nildren have been attending 
lelen Baller School, ever since 
1e elementary facility was 
ompleted in 1950. 

For a great majority of 
hem, especially in the more 
ecent years, Helen Baller was 
mly a name, rather than a 
Jerson. 

It will come as a surprise to 
many that a pleasant, dignified, 
dedicated teacher named Helen 
Baller is living in Aloha, Ore. 
(just west of Portland) with 
many happy memories of 
Camas. She still corresponds 
with many longtime friends in 
the local area. 

The honor of having the 
school given her name was 
extended to Mrs. Baller 
because of her dedicated, 
progressive, and _ effective 
teaching and_ supervisory 
methods, to say nothing of her 
pleasant personality and love 
for children. “She was 50 years 
ahead of her time”’ is the way a 
Camas friend who worked with 


her described her recently. 
“She is really a_ brilliant 
woman.” 


Meeting Helen Baller, and 
talking to her about Camas and 
the school that bears her name, 
one realizes that teaching has 
been and still is of utmost 
importance to her. 

Her stories of the old days, 
when she first came to town, 
and the faculty was housed in a 
wooden building at the top of 
Garfield hill, includes the time 
a silver thaw blanketed the 
area, and she found the only 
way to cross the mill ditch 
bridge was on her hands and 
knees. She also recalled the 


in the 
large wood stove im 
prices that had to be filled 
often. 


Active in the community 
for 25 years, she was a member 
of both the Soroptimists and 
the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. Periodically she 
returned to the college 


advanced 
abnormal 
Central 


classroom for 
training, taking 
psychology at 
Washington State Teachers 
College, remedial reading 
instruction in New York, and 
other courses at the University 
of Oregon. o 

She taught at Central 
School, and later was primary 
supervisor for Forest Home, 
Oak Park and Central. (Central 
School has been torn down and 
the Oak Park and Forest Home 
buildings are no longer part of 
the Camas school system.) 


She enjoyed working under 
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HELEN BALLE 


—Post-Record photo by Winnie Shinn 


Dolph Olds, who was Camas 
superintendent at the time, 
recalling that “he really cared 
about children.” 

When Mr. Olds retired in 
1949, Mrs. Baller accepted a 
position at the Vancouver 
Public Library, where she 
worked for ten years, retiring 
in 1960. The last ten years she 
has resided in Aloha. 

Helen Baller School has 
grown from an original five 
rooms to 17 classrooms, a large 
library, the superintendent’s 
office and the school board 
room. Present enrollment is 
465 students in grades 


kindergarten through fourth. 

First principal of the school 
was Ethel Paul, who retired last 
spring as Librarian at Lacamas 
Heights Elementary School. 
Irene Roffler followed her and 
held the position of principal 
for 15 years. The last six years 
George Sanders has headed the 
staff, but this year he is 
principal at Lacamas, and Dan 
Peoples is the new principal of 
Helen Baller School. 

The tradition of progressive 
dedicated education for the 
youngsters of Camas, initiated 
by Helen Baller, is being 
carried on at “her” school. 


